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Rules For Significant Digits

You can remember these rules or think of it simply in terms of counting vour certain digits
and the one guessed or uncertain digit.

1. Digits from 1-9 are always significant.

2. Zeros between two other significant digits are always significant

3. Oneormore additional zeros tothe right of both the decimal place and another significant
digit are significant.

4. Zerosused solely for spacing the decimal point (placeholders) are not significant.

EXAMPLES |# OF SIG. DIG. | COMMENT
4553 kg 3 All non-zero digits are always significant.
5057L 4 Zeros between 2 sig. dig. are significant.
500 m 3 Additional zeros to the right of decimal and a sig. dig.

are significant.

0.007 cm 1 Placeholders are not sig.

How do vou know what the uncertain digitis? Itis best
2500 g 2 to write in scientific notation to clearly show the
intended precision of the measurement.

2500x10% g ” 4 ”The precision is clearly shown.
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